
UNIVERSITY SCHOOL SUMMER READING 

AP Literature and Composition 

 

 

Read two of the following books:   

 

● The God of Small Things, Roy 

● Their Eyes Were Watching God, Hurston  

● Emma, OR Sense and Sensibility, Austen 

● Tess of the D’Urbervilles, Hardy 

● The Things They Carried, O’Brien 

● Ceremony, Silko 

● The Handmaids’ Tale, Atwood 

 

Read one of the following dramas: 

 

● Long Day’s Journey Into Night, O’Neil 

● The Glass Menagerie, Williams 

● Death of a Salesman, Miller 

● A Doll’s House, Ibsen 

 

 

Writing Assignments 

 

Please come to class with a printed copy of each of these three essays on the first day of 

school. 

 

1) Using one book from the list  of novels; address this prompt.  It must be 2-3 pages and MLA 

format:  

Choose a character and write an essay in which you briefly describe the standards of the fictional 

society in which the character exists, and show how the character is affected by and responds to 

those standards. Be careful to address the entire novel.   

 

2) Using another book from the list of novels, find a review of the book.   

Do you agree with the writer’s point of view about a particular aspect of the novel?  Why or why 

not? This means that you must cite evidence from your novel. 

 

3) Using a drama from the list, address this prompt.  It must be 2-3 pages, MLA format. 

Choose three significant scenes from the drama of your choice.  Comment on the characteristics 

that make those scenes stand out for you.  This is a personal choice, but it is also a literary 

evaluation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Rubric of All Rubrics 

From Conni M. Shelnut ,Lakeland, FL 

 

 

 
9-8 

Superior papers are specific in their references, cogent in their definitions, and free of plot summary 

that is not relevant to the question. These essays need not be without flaws, but they demonstrate the 

writer's ability to discuss a literary work with insight and understanding and to control a wide range 

of the elements of effective composition. At all times they stay focused on the prompt, providing 

specific support--mostly through direct quotations--and connecting scholarly commentary to the 

overall meaning. 

 

 
7-6 

 

These papers are less thorough, less perceptive or less specific than 9-8 
papers. They are well-written but with less maturity and control. While they demonstrate the 

writer's ability to analyze a literary work, they reveal a more limited understanding and less stylistic 

maturity than do the papers in the 9-8 range. 

 
5 
 

Safe and “plastic,” superficiality characterizes these essays. Discussion of meaning may be 

formulaic, mechanical, or inadequately related to the chosen details. Typically, these essays reveal 

simplistic thinking and/or immature writing. They usually demonstrate inconsistent control over the 

elements of composition and are not as well conceived, organized, or developed as the upper half 

papers. However, the writing is sufficient to convey the writer's ideas, stays mostly focused on the 

prompt, and contains at least some effort to produce analysis, direct or indirect. 

 
4-3 

 

Discussion is likely to be unpersuasive, perfunctory, underdeveloped or 
misguided. The meaning they deduce may be inaccurate or insubstantial and not clearly related to the 

question. Part of the question may be omitted altogether. The writing may convey the writer's ideas, 

but it reveals weak control over such elements as diction, organization, syntax or grammar. Typically, 

these essays contain significant misinterpretations of the question or the work they discuss; they 

may also contain little, if any, supporting evidence, and practice paraphrase and plot summary at 

the expense of analysis. 

 
2-1 

 

These essays compound the weakness of essays in the 4-3 range and are frequently unacceptably 

brief. They are poorly written on several counts, including many distracting errors in grammar 

and mechanics. Although the writer may have made some effort to answer the question, the views 

presented have little clarity or coherence. 

 

 

 


